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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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Indian Standard 

SPECIFICATION FOR 

DISTANCE SCALE MARKINGS OF 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LENSES 



1. Scope 

1.1 Specifies a series of preferred values for the distance scale markings of photographic lenses. 

2. Distance Scales 

2.1 The distance scales shall indicate the object distance measured from the plane of registration 
of the sensitized material in the camera to which the lens is fitted. 

Note — An alternative reference plane may be chosen where the above may cause errors or not be feasible. 
This includes, for example, a camera which has an optical path which is folded between the lens and the sensitized 
material. 

3. Index Mark 

3.1 When an index mark is used for indicating the plane of the sensitized material, it shall consist 
of a circle crossed by a line having a length of between two and three times the diameter of the 
circle, as shown in Fig. 1. The orientation of the line crossing the circle, shall be parallel to the 
plane of registration of the sensitized material. 




FIG. 1 INDEX MARK 

Note 1 — The index mark prescribed in Fig. 1 should not be used when a reference plane other than that of 
the sensitized materia! is used to determine the object distance, or if an index mark coincident with the sensitized 
material may cause errors or not be feasible. 

Note 2 — No index mark is required on a camera whose lens has only rough scales. 
4- Distance Scale Markings 

4.1 The following is a series of preferred values for scales indicating distance in metres: 

500, 200, 100, 70, 50, 30, 20, 15, 12, 10, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4'5, 4, 3 5, 3, 2'5, 2, 1'7 
1-5,1-3, 1'2, V1, 1, 0-9, 0*8, 07, 0*6, 0"55, 0*5, 0*45, 0'4, 0*35, 0*3, 027 and 0'25. 

4.2 The following is a series of preferred values for scales indicating distance in feet: 

1 500, 700, 300, 200, 150, 100, 70, 50, 40, 30, 25, 20, 15, 12, 10, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4'5, 4, 3*5, 3, 275, 2*5, 
2*25, 2, 175, 1*5, 1'25, 1, 075 and 0*5. 

4.3 Infinity shall be indicated by the mathematical mark a and shall be marked in line with distance 
scale marking in metres in black on white background or white on black background. 

4.4 Distance scales in metres shall be designated by 'm' and those in feet shall be designated by 
'ft'. These designations shall be placed at the same end of the distance scales. The distance scale 
marking in metres shall be marked in white on black background or in black on white background- 
The distance scale marking in feet may be in any bright colour giving good contrast to the back- 
ground. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This standard is based on ISO 6516 'Photography — Photographic lenses — Distance scale 
markings \ issued by the International Organization for Standardization. 
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